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Advantages of  

Local Assessing 
Local assessment and tax administration is 

one of the most inexpensive and efficient 

functions of all government.  It generally 

costs less than one percent of the total 

property tax collected to administer both 

the assessment and tax collection func-

tions.  No study has been published that 

confirms any dollar savings to the taxpay-

ers or any improvement to the quality of 

the assessment process if transferred to 

the county level and in fact there is evi-

dence it could become more costly to the 

taxpayers and produce burdens to the local 

property owner who might have to travel 

significant miles to conduct their personal 

business anywhere but locally.  

As a member of the New York State Asses-

sors’ Association, your local assessor 

reaps the advantages of shared resources 

and knowledge without the added bureauc-

racy and cost of big government.  Assess-

ment equity, financial planning, tax implica-

tions and revenue-producing decisions are 

made locally giving municipal taxpayers the 

most equitable and profitable service pos-

sible. 
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“The government 

closest to the people 

serves the people 

best.”  
 

-Thomas Jefferson 



In most of New York State, property taxpayers 

may simply have to phone 

or walk in to their local 

assessor’s office to get 

firsthand information on 

how their property assessment was determined.  

Local government is by far the most accessible 

and accountable when compared to larger, more 

removed government entities. 

Exemptions for STAR, senior citizens, veterans, 

firemen, disabled persons, ambulance workers, 

low-income housing, new business improvement, 

energy systems and others are all administered 

and determined locally. 

Taxpayers can conveniently file exemptions in 

person without having to travel too far.  Often 

times due to the complexity of exemptions, tax-

payers do not have the correct documentation 

resulting in multiple trips to the Assessor’s Of-

fice which would pose a hardship for many, es-

pecially our elderly population. 

Professional Expertise 

The local Assessor knows their municipality.  

The duties of the Assessor have changed dra-

matically over the years and goes far beyond 

simply valuing properties. Knowledge of statisti-

cal analysis, mass appraisal techniques and 

New York State Real Property Tax Laws are now 

requirements of the position.  While the com-

plexities of valuation and volume of exemptions 

continues to escalate at a significant rate, the 

lesser known functions of the profession con-

tinue to grow and evolve as well. 

Did you know that the local Assessor is an in-

valuable information re-

source for E911, the cen-

sus bureau, law enforce-

ment agencies, planning 

and zoning boards, his-

torical societies and rap-

idly changing technology 

issues?  Tax departments rely on Assessors to 

correct errors in tax bills and direct bills to the 

appropriate owners.  Planning, Zoning and Build-

ing Codes officials appreciate our knowledge of 

the municipality when dealing with master plan-

ning, development and construction issues. 

 

Accountability 

How often is a decision made by a govern-

ment official at the state or county level 

and a taxpayer has an immediate opportu-

nity to contact them by phone or in person 

to discuss that decision?  Not often, if ever. 

Yet that experience can easily be had at a 

municipal assessors office.  Assessors are 

available on a regular basis to discuss any 

issue relating to taxes, assessments, ex-

emptions, school funding, economic devel-

opment and a wide variety of other topics 

relating to the property tax structure of 

New York State.  A taxpayer can actually 

speak with the person who makes the deci-

sion. 

Think of the benefits of that. 

Think about having that option taken away. 

Local government is designed specifically 

for this purpose:  To be accountable and 

available to the taxpayer.  It is the founda-

tion of our American government system 

and a concept that is alive and thriving in 

municipalities statewide. 

Advantages of Local Assessing 

For the entire history of our state, the 

assessment function in New York has, for good 

reason, been administered at the local level.  

Local officials have better insight because they 

are on-site. 
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